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The Immigrant’s Trunk
Examining a Life through Objects
Saul Bernstein: An American Artist

Note to Teachers:

This outreachkit is intendedto bring a pieceof the museuminto your classroom. One of
the mostuniqueaspectf the museumexperiencds its ability to conveyhistory through
the objectscontainedwithin its collection. Studentshavethe opportunityto become
engagedn the storiesbehindthe objectsthemselvesaswell asthe periodin history from
which they came. Containedwithin this kit, you will find objects,photographsand
documentsof a late nineteenthcenturyimmigrant. Throughtheseartifacts,studentswill
leam how to readandinterpretprimary sourcematerials. Theywill think aboutthe
practiceof collecting, andenrichtheir understandingf local Jewishhistory, astheylearn
aboutoneBaltimorean’sjourneyfrom EasternEuropeto the United States.

This kit focuseson the story of SaulBernstein,a Lithuanianimmigrant who began
working asa peddlerandlater becamean acclaimedlocal artist. Thetrunk includes
personalphotographsandlettersaswell asobjectsrepresentingvariousstagesn Saul
Bernsten’s life. The photosanddocumentsarereproductionsfrom the archivesof the
JewishMuseumof Maryland; the objectsarefound piecesthat did not belongto Saul
Bernsteinhimself, but ratherareemblematicof the typesof objectsthat he might have
usedat variouspointsin hislife. The studentscancarefully handleall objects,photos,
anddocuments.

Thekit hasseveralmain objectives:

x To familiarize studentswith theimmigration processcirca 1890.

To presentstudentswith the opportunityto interpret a distinctly Jewishimmigration
experience

To introducestudentgo the conceptsof objectbasedearning

To teachstudentshow to interpretphotographsdocumentsandobjects

To engagestudentswith primary sourcematerials

To encouragestudentgo exploretheir own lives andpriorities throughobjectswith a
valuesclarification activity

X To encouragestudentgo exploretheir own family's immigration experience

X

X X X X

Trunk activities are organizedaccordingto objects,photographsanddocumentshat
correspondto a particularblock of time in SaulBernstein’slife. Eachlessonplan
includesobjectives,a teacher'sguide,andstudentactivity sheets.Activity sheetdor
studentsanclude backgroundnformation, discussionquestionsandafinal culminating
activity basedon a specific a photographor object. Severalphotographsandobjectsare
often groupedtogether. Any suppliesneededarelisted in eachlessonplan.
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Thekit is organizedchronologically. You maywish to guidethe entire classthrough
theseactivities or divide the classinto severalgroupsandrotatethemthrough“stations”
of Saul'sBernstein’slife. Forteacherswith limited time for theselessonspleasefind
suggestedessonplansin the “resourcematerials” sectionof this binder. Background
materialsthat exploreadditionaltopicsin deptharealsoavailablein this sectionthekit.
Pleaseseethe trunk inventory list for anexplanationof all photos,objects,documents,
andsupportingmaterials. The final value clarification activity asksstudentgo construct
their own trunk. You maywish to makethis a classactivity andcreateyour own “mini -
museum”in your classroombaseduponthe students’ideas.

We hopethatyou will find this kit engagingandenjoyable. The education staff
welcomesyour commentsandevaluationof this kit. Pleasdeel freeto contactuswith
any questionscomments,or problemsyou may have.

LaurenSilberman DeborahCardin
Educationand ProgrammingCoordinator EducationDirector

(410) 732-6400ext. 29 (410) 732-6400ext. 36
Isilberman@jewishmuseummd.org dcardin@jewishmuseummd.org
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SUGGESTED LESSON PLANS FOR TEACHERS

Dependinguponyour own time constraints you may wish to useonly parts of the
providedcurricular materials. The following lessonplansareintendedto help you
implementthis kit in away thatwill bestfit your needs. Pleasenotethatwe have
included extensiveresourcematerialsfor you to useat your discretion. These additional
sheetsareincludedasbackgroundmaterialfor variouspeopleandideasthat arisewithin
the contextof SaulBernstein’simmigrant experience.We recommendhat you provide
everystudentwith acopy of the studentintroduction, valuesclarification activity, and
biographicalsketchof SaulBernstein. The lessonsoutlined hereare meantas
suggestion®nly. We welcomeyour input aboutwhat works bestin your classroom.

IF YOU HAVE ONE CLASS PERIOD:

Lessonl: SaulBernstein,Immigrant
x Objed examinationanddiscussionquestiongfor Tefilin, Kiddushcup,and
ship manifestlist

Lesson2: SaulBernstein,Peddler

x Photoexaminationandactivity for: SaulBernstein,Peddler,Elkhorn Mining
Region,WestVirginia, 1891

x Objectexaminationanddiscussion activities for woodenspindles,scale,shoe
stretchersandclothing

Lessond: ExaminingDocuments
x Documentexaminationandactivity for: CorrespondencéboutSaul
Bernstein

Lessonb: ValuesClarification Activity
x Discussthe valuesclarification adivity
x Compile classroontrunk if time permits

IF YOU HAVE TWO CLASS PERIODS:

Lessonl: SaulBernstein,Immigrant
x Objectexaminationanddiscussionquestiongfor Tefilin, Kiddushcup,and
ship manifestlist

Lesson2: SaulBernstein,Peddler

x Photoexamimtion andactivity for: SaulBernstein,Peddler,Elkhorn Mining
Region,WestVirginia, 1891

x Objectexaminationanddiscussionactivities for woodenspindles,scale,shoe
stretchersandclothing

Lesson3: SaulBernstein,Artist
x Artwork examinationandactvity for: TheRabbi
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X Supplementamaterial: Looking at Artwork

Lessomd: ExaminingDocuments
x Documentexaminationandactivity for: Correspondencé\bout Saul
Bernstein

Lessonb: ValuesClarification Activity
x Discussthe valuesclarification activity
x Comgle anddisplay classroomtrunk

IF YOU HAVE THREE OR MORE CLASS PERIODS

Lessonl: SaulBernstein,Immigrant

X Objectexaminationanddiscussionquestiongor Tefilin, Kiddush cup, and
ship manifestlist

X Supplementamaterial: Looking at Objects;Looking at Photographs;
ComparativeStudy: Other Passages

Lesson?: SaulBernstein,Peddler

X Photoexaminationandactivity for: SaulBernstein,Peddler,Elkhorn Mining
Region,WestVirginia, 1891

x Objectexaminationanddiscussionactivities for woodenspindles,scak, shoe
stretchersandclothing

X Supplementamaterial: From a Different Shore—The Chineselmmigrants

Lesson3: SaulBernstein,Artist

x Photoexaminationandactivity for: SaulBernstein’sfirst paint box

x Artwork examinationandactivity for: TheRabbi

x Phob andartwork examinationandactivity for: JennieAbel Bernstein
holding Bernsteinfamily photosandJennie

x Photoandartwork examinationandactivity for: SaulBernsteinin Cracow,
Poland, 1903 and SelfPortrait

X Objectexaminationanddiscussionquestiors for The Artist's Pack

X Supplementamaterial: Looking at Artwork; ComparativeStudy:Urban
Working and Living Conditions—Thelrish Immigrants

Lessond: ExaminingDocuments

x Documentexaminationandactivity for: Correspondencé\boutSaul
Bernstein

X Supplematal material: Looking at Documents

Lessonb: ValuesClarification Activity

x Discussthe valuesclarification activity

x Compile anddisplay classroontrunk

x Allow classroontrunk to remainon displayfor the remainderof the
immigration unit
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The Immigrant's Trunk
Examining a Life Through Objects
Saul Bernstein: An American Artist

Student Introduction:

Throughoutour lives, we use,discard,andsavecountlessobjects. Someitemshold
sentimentalmeaning,othersarefunctional, and otherswe havecreatedourselves. Yet
eachof thesethingshassomethingin common. Collectively, they all saysomething
aboutwho we are,andhow we live during a particulartime andplacein history. A
photographdepictseventsor peoplewho areimportantto us. A painting, drawing, or
pieceof writing showshow we sawtheworld atonepointin our lives. Eveneveryday
objectslike abook or a clock or atype of penrevealsomethingaboutthe environmentin
which we live. Eachobjecttells its own story aboutthe peoplewho ownedandused
them. Together,objectscantell usfragmentsof someone’dife story—a storywe as
observeranustconstructaswe work to interpretwhat theseobjectstell usaboutthe
personwho ownedthem.

In this trunk, we will uncoverthe story of one particular personandhis journey asan
immigrantin the late nineteenthcentury. During this time, manyimmigrantsfrom
Russia,Poland,Rumania,andother EasternEuropeancountriesflooded the shoresof
coastalcities like New York, BostonandBaltimore. They camewith trunksandbundles
of belongingsto establishnewlives in America. Eachimmigrant group camewith their
own uniqueexperiencesandhistory. Irish immigrantscameto escapeEnglish
persecutiorandthe rampantpoverty of the 1840’s PotatoFamine. Italian immigrants
camein searchof economicopportunity. Chineseimmigrantsbeganto comein the
1850’sto work on the transcontinentatailroad. In this kit, we focuson the experienceof
EasternEuropeanJews. The trunk we will examine containsboth the objectsthat
immigrantsmight havebroughtwith themandthingsthatthey later acquiredandusedin
America. We canthink of this trunk, then,assomethingthat you might find in the attic
of anold house—filled with thethingsthat survivedthe personwho onceusedthem.

For the next severalclassesyou will explorethelife of ayoungmannamedSaul
Bernsteir—animmigrant who cameto this country at the ageof seventeerirom Posvol,
Lithuaniain the 1890’s. You will discoverSauls storythroughobjects,personalletters,
andphotographghat reconstructhis life in Americaandinterprethis personalhistory asa
Jewfrom Lithuania. This trunk containsa selectionof the thingsthatrepresentaspectof
Saul'slife asapeddler,a Jewfrom anobservanfamily, anartist, andayoungmanliving
in Baltimore at theturn of the century. Someof theseobjectsbelongedto Saul
personally;someof themareincludedasrepresentationsf Saul'slife. Throughthese
objects,we canbeginto understanchow Saullived his life—his accomplishmentshis
difficulties, andhis everydayactivities. As we examineSaul'slife, we will think about
how the thingswe useeverydaytell the story of our own lives.
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Author andscholarRoland Takaki hadthis to sayabouthis own researchnto the lives of
immigrants:

Asl read and selectedthesedocuments| oftenfound myselfstirred by the ways
peoplerespondedo circumstancesot of their choosing. Always,| wasreminded
that peopleare history: their experiencesfeelings,adjustmentsjmaginings,
hopes,uncertainties,dreams fears,regrets,tragedies,and triumphscomposeour
past. Everywhere| foundtheir storiesburstingin thetelling.*

Takaki writes of the excitementof discoveringhistory throughthe experiencesand
writings of oneperson. As we look at SaulBernstein’slife throughthe photographs,
objects,anddocumentdeft behind,we arelooking into his pieceof history. Whenwe
takethatknowledgebackto our own lives, we too canfind our personalistories
“bursting in telling.”

! Takaki, RonaH. A Larger Memory: A History of Our Diversity with VVoices. New York: Little, Brown, and
Company,1998,pg. 4.
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LESSON PLAN 1: SAUL BERNSTEIN, IMMIGRANT
TEACHER GUIDE

Overview:

In this section,studentswill learnaboutSaulBernstein’slife in Lithuaniaandhis
immigration to the United States. Theywill beintroducedto the immigration
proces<circa 1890 andthe circumstancesvithin EasternEuropethat causedlews
to leavetheir homes. Studentswill alsointerpretJewishritual objectsin relation
to their significanceto Jewishidentity.

Objects:

x Tefilin andcase
x Kiddushcup
X Shipmanifestlist

Educational Objectives:

x Studentswill learnaboutthe conditionsof Jewishlife in EasternEuropein the late
1890's

x Studentswill learnaboutthe processof immigration andnaturalization

Studentswill learnto explore andinterpretJewishritual objects

x Studentswill beintroducedto the conceptof objectbasedearning

X

Activities and Supplies:

Studentactivities include backgroundnformation anddiscussionquestionsfor
tefilin, kiddushcup, andship manifest. For this lesson,you will needto make
copiesof the following documents:From Immigration to Naturalization: An
Immigrant’s Journey,”Glossary,“Biographical Sketch:SaulBernstein”and
“Looking at Objects.”

Noteto Teachers:

Before beginningthe lesson plan, review with studentshe goalsof the project
(seeStudentintroduction). Pleaseremind studentsat the startof eachlessonto
usecarewhile handlingall objects,documentsand photographs.
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PART |: SAUL BERNSTEIN, IMMIGRANT
Objects:

x Tefilin andcase

x Kiddushcup

X Shipmanifestlist

x Othersupplies:pencil andpaper

Background Information:

SaulBernsteinwasbornon May 26, 1872in Posvol,Lithuaniato Wolf andEsther
Bernstein. Saulgrew up underthe governmentistrict of Kovno, Russia. His fatherwas
ascholarby choiceanda bookbinderby trade. Wolf Bernsteinpreferredhis studiesto
his bookbinding; he wasneververy successfuht his chosentrade. As aresult, Saul's
family wasalwaysvery poor. His mother,EstherShalowitz Bernskin, wasa dressmaker
to help supportthe family. Saul’'smothergavebirth to six children. Only two of them—
Saulandhis youngerbrotherBenjamin survivedto adulthood. When Saulwasthirteen,
his fathersenthim to study Talmudin the neighboringtown of Poniewicz. Saulcame
from anobservantamily; his fatherwishedfor his sonto bewell versedin the subtleties
of Jewishlaw. Evenatthis youngage,Sauldisplayedatalentfor art; his teachers
frequently caughthim sketchingratherthanstudying It soonbecameclearto Saulthat
he could not pursuehis art within his currentenvironment,andhe soughtgreater
opportunityto train asanartist. After receivinga letter from anuncle, Abram Shalowitz,
in Baltimore in 1889, Saulsawhis opportunty to leaveLithuania. In the autumnof
1889, Saulboardeda ship for America usingthe moneyhis motherraisedoverthe years
asadressmaker.He arrivedin CastleGardensan New York Harboraloneandtook the
train to Baltimore to meethis uncle. Saulwasseventeeryearsold whenhearrivedin
New York.

Had Saulremainedin Lithuania, he would havefaceda situationsimilar to other Eastern
EuropeanJews—timesfraughtwith both economichardshipandreligious persecution.
Saulgrew up underthereign of the RussianCzarAlexanderll. During this time in
Russia,manyliberal policies wereimplementedin EasternEurope,including the
terminationof the serf systemandthe introduction of capitalism. Jewsenjoyedrelative
freedom. After his assassinabn in 1889, anti-Semitic riots erupted. CzarAlexanderlll
andhis governmentproceededo introducediscriminatorylegislation. Theresulting
TemporaryLaws placedsevereeconomicrestrictionson Jews,and, in turn, led to
increasedviolence againstthem. The Russianleaderssupportedhis violenceasa means
of diverting attentionfrom a growing revolutionaryanti-Czarmovement. The Black
Hundred ananti-Semitic movementsupportedby the Czar,instigatedpogromsagainst
Jewsin Russiaandneighborirg countries. Thus,the Jewsin Russiaand other countries
throughoutEasternEurope,who hadonceexperienceda degreeof economicand
intellectual freedom,were confrontedby increasinglyoppressiveanddiscriminatory
conditions. Many optedto leaveandto immigrate to the United Stateswherethey
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envisioneda goldenland free from religious oppression. At the time that Saulleaves
Russiafor the United Statesin 1889, thesepolicies arejust beginning.

Jewish Ritual Objects: Kiddush Cup and Tefilin with Case

Theobjectsyou are aboutto handleare Jewishritual objectsand consideredsacred
to Jews. Pleasehandlethemwith care andrespect,and do not placethemon the
floor.

Kiddush Cup and Tefilin

We usea kiddushcup during Shabbat at weddings andHavdalah serviceaswell as
otherspecialoccasions. The word kiddushtranslatego "sanctification.” The practice
of Kiddushfulfills the commandmento "rememberthe Sabbathday andkeepit holy"
(Exodus20:8). The blessingoverthe wine hasbeena practicesincethe sixth century
BCE in celebrationof Creationandthe Exodus. As you haveseenyourselves,
Kiddushcupsaredecoratedn manyways. Somereflect the placeswhereJewshave
lived; somehaveornatesilverwork; while still othersaremore simplein nature.
Cupsmadewith fine silver werea commonpracticein EasternEurope. Sincemany
Jewswerenot allowed to handlepreciousmetals,however,Christianartisansoften
madetheseJewishritual cups.

As you cansee this kiddushcupis inscribedwith the blessingoverthe wine.
Tefilin

Tefilin, or phylacteriesboxes,arealsousedduring ritual prayer. The commandment
to placea symbol“on the handandbetweenthe eyes”comesfrom Exodus13:9and
13:16andDeuteronomy6:8 and11:18. The boxesareboundto the centerof the
foreheadandthe middle of the right armwith leatherstraps. The boxescontain
piecesof parchmentwith Hebrewphrasedrom the Bible. Thetefilin is worn on the
headto remind the wearerof his intellectual commitmentto God; the tefilin onthe
handis worn to remind him of his commitmentto serveGod with might andstrength.
Jewsweartefilin onthe left arm—the arm believedto be closestto the heart. The
wearerwrapsthe strapseventimesfor eachword of Psam 145:16:“Thou openest
Thy handandsatisfiesteveryliving creature.” The strapis thenwrappedthreemore
times aroundthe handto form the Hebrewletter shin, for Shaddai,one of the Hebrew
namesfor God.

DiscussionQuestions:
1. Imagineyou havefound this cup andhaveno prior knowledgeof its use. What

would you guesst wasusedfor? What evidencewould you useto backup your
claim?
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2. Wedonotknow if Saultook thesetwo particularitemswith him whenhe cameto
America. If we assumehat hedid, however,whatwould that sayabouthis
relationshipto Judaism?Why arethesetwo objectsimportant? Whatwould they
showaboutwhat Saulvaluedin Judaism?

3. Thefollowing excerptcomesfrom aletter that Saulwrote his friend andpatron
HenriettaSzold in 18992 Saulwrites of his life in Lithuania:

| wasborn in a smalltown underthe governmenbf Kovno called Posvol...lenteredthe
chederat the age of 5 twistedin a dilapidatedtalit. Of course,it wasthe cheapest
could getfor myfatherdid not yet savemuchmoneyof his reading bookswhile binding
them,but wasstill countedas oneof the erudite personsto let meentera TalmudTorah.

Our classconsistedof AlephBet, youngmento the high advancedstudentsof the
Talmud,abouttwentyfive or thirty boysbesideghe 11 personsof the Rebbe’sown
family of menand women,and catsand chickensand micefilled the little holesof space
which wereleft in theroom of a boxin size. | lovedto draw and drewwhenl hadtime or
did not haveit. Hence,a bangon myheadwith the largestFive Booksof Mosesin the
place after my masterpiecesvere destroyed.. Asa manof thirteen| left hometo entera
Talmudicclassin Posneveza town abouta struggling night’s travel in goodweather,in
a wagonof a knowntransporter. Therea newseriesof serioustroublesbegan. | hadto
takecare of myliving, take notice of my Talmudicprogress,avoid the eyesof the
“Mashgiach,” or overseerto whommy mouthand stomachhadto pray, also deceivemy
uncleenaughto write good newshomeaboutmy laborious studyof the Talmud,and
aboveall, to attendproperly to my artistic development.

What doesthis excerpttell you aboutSaul’'s Jewishupbringing? How doesSaul
rememberhis life in Lithuania?

4. Keepin mind that Saulwrote this letter in 1899,ten yearsafter he immigratedto
the United States. What doesthis letter tell you abouthow Saulviews his early
life?

Now look at the ship manifestlist for the Port of Baltimore.

Coming to America: The Immigra tion Process
StudentResource:HandoutFrom Immigration to Naturalization: The Immigrant's
Journey(1880's1920's)

SaulBernsteinboardeda ship headedor New York Harborin thefall of 1889. At the
ageof seventeenSaulleft his family andall thatheknew in Lithuaniafor a newlife and
new opportunitiesin the United States. Thousandf immigrantstook this samejourney
acrossthe Atlantic--aloneandwith their families. The voyageitself offeredits own
hardshipbeforethe immigrantseverreachedhe shoresof the United States. Shipsheld
up to 2,000 peopleat atime--manyin the dingy steeragecompartments.Becauseof

2 pleasenotethat all letter transcriptionsare baseduponcareful readingsof original documents.Despite
our bestefforts, however the reader musttakeinto accountthe difficulty of decipheringhandwriting, the
writer's inconsistenciesaswell as Saul’'slimited commandof the Englishlanguage.
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unsanitaryconditions,immigrantsoften arrivedin the New World sick; somedied onthe
journey.

Saularrived at the port of Castle Gardenswhich waswhereimmigrantsarrived before
the openingof Ellis Islandin 1892. OncekEllis Islandopenedit becamethe largest
immigration port in the United States. As shipsarrivedthere,the travelersfacedanother
ordeal. Often the harbor wascrammedwith steamship$olding asmanyas20,000
passengerwaiting to disembark. The passengersere sometimedorcedto wait for days
onboard. Whenimmigrantsarrived at Ellis Island,theyreceiveda numberedagthat
indicatedthe manifestpage andline numberin which their nameappeared.Doctors
inspectedthe sick anddeportedthosewith chronic,incurableillness. Ellis Island
operatedbetween1892and1954. Although Ellis Islandwasnot formally established
when Saulcameto the United States he would haveendureda similar processat Castle
Gardensn the Portof New York.

Ship Manifest List

This is areproductionof a ship manifestlist from 1883. Ship manifestsrecordedthe
namesof all of theindividuals who traveledon boarda ship. Ship captainswererequired
to maintainaccuratdists, andthey handedthem over to immigration officials whenthe
shipsdocked. Theseimmigrantscamedirectly to Baltimore harbor. We will beginby
readingthis list from left to right. Onthefar-left side,we find alist of the namesof each
immigrant, lastnamefirst. The nextcolumn lists the person'sage. The fourth column
lists the person'gender followed by his or her occupation. The next columnlists
country of origin, followed by the person'sinal destination. If the individual died on
boardthe ship, the causeof deathwasthenlisted. Thelastcolumnlists the piecesof
luggagethat eachpassengebroughtwith him or her.

Note: Thisis not a ship manifestfrom the ship that brought Saulto the United States but
it is similar to the onethat would haverecordedhis journey. Referto the manifest
transcription for preciseinformation.

DiscussionQuestions:

1. Findoneperson’snameandfollow it acrossthe entirelist. Whatcanyou learn
aboutthis person?Did this personcomewith children? How old is he or she?
How many piecesof luggagedid the personbring? Fromwherewasthis person
traveling?

2. If youweretheimmigration officer, this list would containall theinformation you
knew aboutany givenimmigrant. What sortsof complicationsarisefrom such
limited information? Whatdo you know for surebasedoff of this list? Whatdo
you assume?What canthis list tell you asan historian? Why do you think the
JewishMuseum of Maryland haspreservednanyship manifestsin its
collections?
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COMPARATIVE STUDY
OTHER PASSAGES:
THE MIDDLE PASSAGE OF AFRICAN SLAVES

Whenwe think of immigrants,we usually envisionthosewho cameto this country
willingly. Be it for reasonf religious freedom,economicopportunity, or to join other
family membersmostimmigrantscameto the United Statesof their own accord,andfor
their own reasons.Therewas, however,one significantimmigrant groupwho cameand
remainedin America againsttheir own wishes:African slaves.

Overthe courseof the eighteenthcentury,approximatelysevenmillion African slaves
crossedhe Atlantic againsttheir will. Theseunwilling immigrantsenduredalong and
humiliating journeyreferredto asthe Middle Passage.Many Africans did not survivethe
voyage. OlandahEquianowasbornin 1745in whatis now Nigeria. He wassoldinto
slaveryat the ageof ten,andboughtby a Virginia Planter. He waseventuallyresoldto a
British naval officer and purchasechis freedomin 1766. Equianodescribesis feelings
onfirst seeingthe slaveship:

Thefirst object, which salutedmy eyeswhenl arrived on the coast,wasthe sea,
anda slaveship, which | wasthenriding at anchor,and waiting for its cargo.
Thesdfilled mewith astonishmentywhich wassoonconvertedinto terror, which |
amyetat a lossto describe,nor the thenfeelingsof my mind.*

Equianogoeson to write of his first realizationof his fate:

Whenl lookedround the shiptoo, and sawa large furnace of copperboiling, and
a multitude of black peopleof everydescriptionchainedtogether,everyoneof
their countenancegxpressingdejectionand sorrow, | no longer doubtedmy fate,
and, quite overpoweredwith horror andanguish,| fell motionlesson the deckand
fainted*

Equiano'snarrativegoeson to relay the loathsomeconditionsof the ship, the smell,and
the scarcityof food andwater. Consideringthe experienceof slaverycauseausto
reevaluatevhat we meanwhenwe usethe term "immigration.” Webster'dlictionary
simply definesthe verb"immigrate" asthe actof comingto a countryin which oneis not
anative,usuallyfor permanentesidence.In the strictestdefinition, African slavesare
anotherkind of immigrant, butin avery different sense.As we considerSaulBernstein's
story,we will referto the conditionsandcircumstance®f otherimmigrant groupsasa
meansof comparingand contrastingthe Jewishimmigration experienceto those
encounteredy othergroups.

% Takaki pg. 38.
* Takaki pg. 39.
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Overview:

LESSON PLAN 2: SAUL BERNSTEIN, PEDDLER
TEACHER GUIDE

In this section,studentswill learnaboutSaul Bernstein’slife asa peddlerin
Maryland andVirginia. Theywill examinearchival photographdrom the
collectionsof JewishMuseumof Maryland andhandleobjectstypical of a
peddlerduring SaulBernstein’sday. Studentswill alsolearnhow to critically
examinephotographsandhistoric objects.

Objects:

X

X X X X X

Photo: SaulBernstein,peddler,Elkhorn Mining RegionNearBluefield, West
Virginia, 1891

Three(3) woodenspindleswith thread

Working metalscale

Tin canister

Two (2) shoestretchers

Wool hat, suedevest

Educational Objectives:

X

Studentswill learnaboutAmericanlife circa 1890

Studentswill learnhow to examinephotographsritically

Studentswill continue to interpretobjectsto piecetogetherSaulBernstein's
life story

Studentswill usecritical thinking skills to answerquestionsaboutthe objects
andphotographs

Activities and Supplies:

Activities include handlingobjects,answeringdiscussionquestions,andwriting a
samplediary entry basedon anin-depthstudyof a photograph. Suppliesinclude the
objectsandphotographgrovided,aswell aspenand paper. Studentsshouldreadthe
introductionto photographshandoutbeforebeginningthe activity. Pleaseremind
studentdo handlethe objectsand photoswith care.

Noteto Teachers:

Before beginningthe lessonplan, review with studentshe goalsof the project
(seeStudentintroduction). Pleaseremind studentsat the startof eachlessonto
usecarewhile handlingall objects,documentsand photographs.
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PART II: SAUL BERNSTEIN, PEDDLER

Objects:

X

X X X X X X

Photo: SaulBernstein,peddler,Elkhorn Mining RegionNearBluefield, West
Virginia, 1891

Three(3) woodenspoolswith threads

Working metalscde

Tin canister

Two (2) shoestretchers

Wool Hat, suedevest

Othersupplies:pencil andpaper

Background Information:

After SaulBernsteinarrivedin New York Harbor, hetook atrain to meethis
uncle, Abram Shalowitz,in Baltimore. Saulremainedin his uncle'shousejust
oneweekbeforeembarkingon his own asatin peddleron Maryland'sEastern
Shore. Saulspokelittle English; he carriedhis wareson his back,day after day.
Saultraveledextensivelythroughoutthe small towns of Maryland andWest
Virginia andgainedaloyal following. Sauloftenfaceddangeroussituationon
theroad. He wrote to afriend: "It wasthe Lord who twisted a pistol from aman's
handto stophim from shootingme, andit was God who threw a giant manovera
box andknocked the stuffings out of him until someonecameandarrestechim."®

Sauleventuallysettledin CoopersWestVirginia asa partnerin alocal country
store. He coveredthe walls of the storewith his artwork. The doorwayof Saul's
shopwasadornedwith two large charcoalcanvasesportraits of George
Washingtonand CzarAlexanderll of Russia. The interior of Saul'sshopwas
coveredwith drawingsof peasantife in Russia. Later, Saulworked asaclerk in
anotherdrygoodsstorein PocahontasWestVirgi nia.

Photo Activity: Saul Bernstein, peddler, Elkhorn Mining Region Near Bluefield,
West Virginia, 1891

This photowastakenin 1891,just two yearsafter SaulBernsteinarrivedin
Americafrom Lithuania. Saulspentthoseyearsasatin andwood peddleronthe
EasternShoreof Maryland andin WestVirginia. WhenSaulpeddledhis wares,
he carriedeverythinghe soldin a bundleon his back. His packwasfilled with
combs,cutlery, china,wooden,andtin goods-all piled into a bundlethat Saul
hauledthroughsmall towns. Saulcarriedsomethingelsewith him on his backas
well: pencils,pastelswatercolors,sketchpadandan easel. Sauloften drew what

® AlexandraLeelLevin. SaulBernstein: Protégéof Henrietta Sold.

a The JewishMuseumof Maryland,2002 17



he saw-everydaypeoplegoing abouttheir lives in the mining regionswherehe
traveled.

Whenthis photowastaken, Saulwas peddlingin the Elkhorn mining regionnear
Bluefield, WestVirginia. He standsin the centerof this photowith adry goods
packslungover his shoulder® During this time, Bluefield wasacquiringa critical
massof Jewishpedllersandsmall storeowners.Although certainly not
comparableto large cities like Baltimore or New York, therewere enoughyoung,
Jewish,immigrant mento form a small communityin mining townslike Bluefield
andPocahontas.In 1892, just oneyearbefare Saularrivedto work asa drygoods
clerk, PocahontahiadenoughJewsto form a small Orthodoxcongregation. The
congregantonsistedprimarily of EasternEuropeanmmigrants. Thefirst two
rabbisof the congregatiorhailed from Lithuania.

DiscussionQuestions:

1. Hold the picture atarm'slengthandlook atit asawhole. Wherearepeople
standing? Whatdo you think they were doing beforethe picture wastaken?
Why do you think the picture wastaken?

2. Now look closerat the facesof the peoplein the picture. Find SaulBernstein
amidstthe crowd of people. Wherearemostof the peoplein the photo
looking? How arethey standing? DoesSaulstandout or blendin amidstthe
miners? Whatdo you think he might havebeencarrying?

3. How do you think Bernstein'ssurroundingswvould haveinfluencedhis work?
What sort of skills do you think he might havegainedasa peddlerthatwould
affecthis art? What do you think he might haveobserved?

4. Finally, what challengesdo you think Jewishpeddlersfacedin termsof their
own Jewishpractice? Why do you think Jewishpeddlerswould considerit
importantto form a communityin WestVirginia? Do you think Saulmight
havebeena partof it?

Activity:

Write adiary entry for the daythis picture wastaken. Remembethat adiary is
simply arecordof the day andeverythingthat happened.You might write thisin
proseform, list form, or someotherway. Keepthe following questionsan mind
asyou discussthis with your group: Whom did Saul Bernsteinvisit today? What
did hesell? Whatdid hedraw? Why is the phototaken? Doeshe know anyone
in the picture, or arethey all strangergdo him? Are someof thesepeopleregular
customers?Why would hewantto savethis photo?

6 Photoreproductioncourtesyof Ben Cooper,Baltimore.
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Object Examination: The Peddler's Pack and Dry -goodsProducts

The objectsyou areaboutto handleare sampleitemsfrom a dry-goodsstorein
thelate nineteenthcentury. Although theseobjectsdid not belongto Saulper se,
they represenitems he might haveusedduring his time asa peddlerin Maryland
andVirginia. You areaboutto examineantiqueobjects;pleasetreatthemwith
care.

The Peddler'sPack

Thefollowing objectsareexamplesof items Saulmight havecarriedon his back
to sell to peoplein smalltownsin Maryland andVirginia. We will examinewhy
Saulmight havesold theseobjects,aswell aswhatthey cantell usaboutthe
peddler'sexperience.

Peddler'sClothing: Wool Hat, SuedeVest

This vestandhat are examplesof the type of clothing Saulmight have
worn while ontheroadasa peddler. The vestis madeof suedeandthe
hatis awool cap. Comparetheseexampleswith the picture of Saulasa
peddler.

Castlron Skillet

This is a castiron frying pansimilar to what Saulmight havesold asa
peddler. Saulmight havesold this and otherkitchenitemsto local
families in Maryland andVirginia. He probablywould haveseveralpans
to sell--all carriedon his backashe traveledfrom town to town.

ShoeStretchers

Theseshoestretchersvould havebeenusedto stretch, preserve andmold
shoesn orderto makethemlastlonger. The woodenfront wedgeof the
stretcheris insertedin the front of the shoe,while the knob at the backis
adjustedto fit thelengthof the shoe. As a peddlerof woodworks,Saul
might havesoldthesein his peddler'spack.

Tin Canister
Saulbeganhis life asa peddlerselling tinwork in Maryland andWest
Virginia. Sincetin wasalightweight, fairly durablematerial,it wasideal

for carrying crosscountry on one’sback. This caniseris anexampleof
the typesof tin ware Saulmight havesold.
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